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1.

Abstract
In spite of its geographical situation on the Atlantic and Mediterranean coast, Morocco is one
of the most arid areas of the world; it experiences highly variable rainfall and recurrent
droughts. Predictions of climate change consequences on several socio-economical fields in
Morocco are very alarming. In fact, climate trends observed in Marrakech and Essaouira
through the study of meteorological data since 1961, could identify a clear trend towards
higher temperatures and lower rainfall. Moreover, the review of recent climatic conditions
and future climate change projections could confirm the same result over all the Moroccan
territory. A geographic information system (GIS) is used to spatialize these changes in the
country. Comparing annual temperatures and precipitations over two decades (1971-1980
and 1998-2007) revealed a global warming in 29 meteorological stations, especially on two
broad areas North and South of Morocco. In these areas, the increase of temperatures reached
4°C and the decrease in annual rainfall reached up to 42 mm. Future climate projections were
generated with the statistical technique of downscaling SDSM (Statistical Downscaling
Model) and climate change scenarios from atmospheric general circulation models.
Simulations within the horizons 2040, 2070 and 2099 showed a situation of an overall
increase in temperatures that reaches respectively 1°, 1.9° and 3.6°C; and a respective
decrease in precipitation of 4.4%, 11.9% and 22.3%. Hence, more increasing climatic,
hydrological and agricultural droughts are anticipated in Morocco by the late 21st century.

Introduction

Global warming is the observed century-scale rise in the average temperature of Earth's climate system [1]. It is one
of the most complex challenges of the 21st century. No country is immune to its effects and no country can deal
alone with its controversial political decisions, underlying technological changes and other issues inextricably
linked with serious consequences across the globe. At the same time as the planet warms, rainfall patterns change
and extreme events such as droughts, floods and forest fires become more frequent [2].
Since the late 1970s, the occurrence of drought years increased in North-West and West Africa presenting a major
constraint to the future development of these regions [3]. In Morocco, a country located in North‐West Africa on
the Atlantic and Mediterranean coast, the climate is controlled by two main climatic zones: the Mediterranean
Northern coastal regions and the Southern interior regions, which lie on the edge of the hot Sahara desert [4]. The
latitudinal extension, the geographical and hypsometric diversities and the ocean opening also play a role in
determining climate types. As a matter of fact, drought has always been present in the history of Morocco, but
during the recent decades it has forcefully become a structural element of the country’s climate. Morocco is
currently experiencing the longest dry period in its modern history, which is characterized by a decrease in
precipitation and a clear trend of rising temperatures [5]. This fact is also confirmed by [6], who predict a decrease
in surface runoff and precipitation and an increase of temperatures. The same conclusion is indicated by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). According to the IPCC climate change scenarios, a decrease
of up to 20% in rainfall is predicted by the end of this century in Morocco. The increase in temperature is expected
to reach 2.5 °C to 5.5 °C under the same scenarios [7].
To this end, the approach of this study is to highlight features that characterize the variability of bioclimatic zones
in Morocco by studying recent meteorological data (temperature and precipitation) and analyzing the climate
change indicators, in order to fill the gaps in the literature related to climate change scenarios and impacts, as few
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studies have examined Morocco as a case study. The purpose is to generate high resolution climate scenarios for
the 21st century in Morocco using an appropriate model: the Statistical Downscaling Model (SDSM). In fact,
SDSM is designed to implement statistical downscaling methods to produce high-resolution monthly climate
information from coarse-resolution climate model (GCM) simulations, using weather generator methods to produce
multiple realizations of synthetic weather sequences.

2. Experimental details
2.1. Data types and sources
2.1.1. Observed station data
Meteorological data that we used are provided by different synoptic weather stations covering all the territory of
Morocco and parts of Mauritania to have more observations over the Sahara region. These data consist of daily
series of temperature and precipitation from 29 meteorological stations that were chosen for this study for the
period 1961 to 2007. This period was chosen because it offers available data for all the main meteorological
stations with a regular monitoring. They were selected for the reliability of their data, the length of their series and
their representation of several agro-climatic zones of the country (Fig. 1).

Figure 1: Location of the synoptic weather stations in Morocco
2.1.2. NCEP Re-analysis
The NCEP Re-analysis data are the result of an American project between NCEP (National Center for
Environmental Prediction) and NCAR (National Center for Atmospheric Research) for the purpose of providing
new atmospheric re-analysis by using historical data and assimilation systems and producing an analysis of the
current state of atmosphere. The NCEP Re-analysis involves the recovery of land surface, ship, rawinsonde, pibal,
aircraft, satellite and other data [8]. This atmospheric re-analysis is produced with 2.5°x2.5° resolution since 1948.
However, in this study we are only interested in the period 1961-2007.
2.1.3. HadCM3 climate change scenarios
HadCM3 scenarios (Hadley Centre Coupled Model, Version 3) are scenarios that account for a description of the
possible future climate based on assumptions about the future climate of Earth, the future levels of global
population, economic activity and greenhouse gas emissions. The projections are calculated by climatologists from
atmospheric models that convert assumptions of greenhouse gas emissions (including CO2) into climate projections
[9-10-11]. For this study, we used two climate change emission scenarios A2 and B2 (Fourth Assessment Report of
IPCC) from the English model HadCM3. The IPCC describes both scenarios as follows:
A2: A differentiated world. The underlying theme is self-reliance and preservation of local identities. Fertility
patterns across regions converge very slowly, resulting in continuously increasing population. Economic

Ait Brahim et al., JMES, 2017, 8 (4), pp 1375-1384

1376

development is primarily regionally orientated, and per capita economic growth and technological change are more
fragmented and slower than other storylines.
B2: A world in which the emphasis is on local solutions to economic, social, and environmental sustainability. This
is a world with continuously increasing global population at a lower rate than in scenario A2, intermediate levels of
economic development. Although this scenario also is orientated toward environmental protection and social
equity, it focuses on the local and regional levels.
2.2. Methodology
In the first part of this work, the study is focused on the observed climate trends and variability at only two
meteorological stations: the continental station Marrakech (8°W; 31°37’N) and the coastal station of Essaouira
(9°46’W; 31°30’N). The aim of this part is to characterize and compare the recent climate change that affected
these two cities since 1961 and the eventual impacts on natural resources through analyses of temperature and
rainfall evolutions and calculation of climatic and extreme indices.
The rest of the study covers the entire territory of Morocco. The main purpose is to take stock of the recent climate
situation in the country and climate changes that might occur in the future. To facilitate interpretation of results and
be able to visualize the entire area of Morocco, spatial data analysis required the use of a geographic information
system (GIS). The spatial representation of data is performed with the use of appropriate software and adequate
interpolations, namely Kriging and Spline methods for temperature and precipitation data.
As for climate predictions, they are generated with the statistical technique of downscaling SDSM (Statistical
Downscaling Model) developed by the Environmental Agency of England and climate change scenarios from
atmospheric general circulation models. SDSM uses empirical relationships between observed variables and large
scale variables (NCEP and HadCM3 data). The ultimate goal is to construct high-resolution climate change
scenarios with a daily time step. As described in Fig.S1, the data used for modeling are daily temperatures
(maximum and minimum) and precipitations, NCEP re-analysis and low resolution climate change scenarios from
the English model HadCM3 [12].

Figure S1: The mean operations used by SDSM model to construct high resolution climate change scenarios

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Recent changes in climate and extreme events in Marrakech and Essaouira
Marrakech and Essaouira are characterized by irregular temperatures. However, the difference between maximum
and minimum temperatures is obviously greater in Marrakech confirming the continental character of this city (Fig.
2). Moreover, the trend lines indicate an increase of temperatures in both stations. Average annual temperatures
have actually increased by 1.4°C in Marrakech and 0.6°C in Essaouira between 1961 and 2007. On the other hand,
precipitation is even more variable than temperature. This irregularity depends on atmospheric circulations
(including the movement of Azores High towards South-West and the installation of depressions on the Moroccan
offshore), which would produce interesting rainy disturbances over the country [13]. Analysis of the annual data
series also revealed that the annual precipitation is highly variable and irregular from one year to another.
Nevertheless, as shown in Fig. 2, there is an overall trend toward decrease in annual rainfall heights. The rainfall
decline is about 50 mm for Marrakech and 20 mm for Essaouira over the period 1961 – 2007.
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 Standardized precipitation index
The Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) is a tool which was developed primarily for defining and monitoring
drought. It allows a characterization of rainfall deficits for a given period for any rainfall station with historic data
[14]. It can also be used to determine periods of anomalously wet events. In fact, the SPI reflects the impact of
drought on water resources availability. It is particularly calculated when the precipitation is not normally
distributed [15-16]. As shown in Tab. S1, a classification of drought levels can be established thanks to SPI values
[17].
The SPI can be calculated with the formula: SPI = (Pi - Pm) / 
With: Pi: Precipitation of year i;
Pm: Average precipitation of the whole study period;
 : Standard deviation.
In our case, SPI values indicate a downward evolution for both cities. The trend lines are obviously suggesting an
evolutionary trend towards drought in Marrakech, more than in Essaouira (Fig. 3). Although SPI values are highly
irregular, it is also clearly noticeable that the occurrence of droughts became increasingly more frequent after the
year 1980, especially in Marrakech. This observation demonstrates longer periods of intra annual drought and
therefore an increase of their persistence time.

Figure 2: Annual trends of temperature and precipitation in Marrakech (left panel) and Essaouira (right panel)

 Frost days (FD10) and summer days (SU30) indices
The frost days index (FD10) corresponds to the total annual number of cool days, defined as days with a minimum
temperature below 10 °C [18]. A clear downward trend in the number of cold days in both cities is expressed by
Fig. 3. This decrease of FD10 is of -30days over the period 1961-2007 years in Marrakech, which means -0.64 cold
days/year and only -6 days over the period of 47 years in Essaouira. On the other hand, SU30 index corresponds to
the total annual number of summer days, defined as days with a maximum temperature above 30°C [19-20]. In
Marrakech, although the number of summer days is quite variable from one year to another, a significant rise in
SU30 values between 1961 and 2007 is presented by the trend line (Fig. 3). The total gain of hot days is 20 days
over the period of 47 years, which means +0.42 summer days/year. Climate change seems to be making hot
summer days hotter and stretching their numbers into heat waves. Unlike Marrakech, SU30 values are very low in
Essaouira. In fact, SU30 values in this coastal city vary from only 0 to 9 summer days/year. Although the trend line
shows a true positive evolution, it’s considered very weak and non-significant.
 Cold waves (CWDI) and warm spells (WSDI) duration indices
This index defines a cold wave as at least six consecutive days with a minimum temperature below the 10th
percentile, statistical parameter signifying a value for which frequency is 10% in an annual series sorted in
ascending order [21]. The value of the 10th percentile is 5.6 °C for Marrakech and 10.6 °C for Essaouira. Analysis
of CWDI trends shows a strong downward trend in both meteorological stations (Fig. 3). The drop of cold waves is
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of -6 days in Marrakech and -5 days in Essaouira over the same period (1961-2007). As for the heat waves index
(WSDI), it is defined as the total annual number of days with at least six consecutive days of a maximum
temperature above the 90th percentile [22]. In our case, the 90th percentile is equal to 37.3 °C in Marrakech and 23
°C in Essaouira. The occurrence of warm spell evolved with clear increasing trends for the both meteorological
stations (Fig. 3). The increase in warm spells frequency corresponds to +0.11 days/year for Marrakech (+5 days
over 47 years) and +0.32 days/year for Essaouira (+15 days over 47 year). These heat waves cause the most harm
among elderly people and young children. City dwellers are at particular risk because of elevated temperatures in
cities, known as the "urban heat island effect" due to the magnifying effect of paved surfaces and the lack of tree
cover.
The evolution of all the previous extreme indices gave another indication about the recent warming and drought
that affected Marrakech and Essaouira. They also suggest that climate change effects are more pronounced in the
continental areas (Marrakech) than in the coastal areas (Essaouira) of Morocco.

Figure 3: Long-term trends of extreme climate indices in Marrakech (left panel) and Essaouira (right panel)
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3.2. Observed change of temperature and precipitation in Morocco
The instrumental data in the Arab region provide evidence for significant warming trends, generally reflected by
more and stronger warm extremes and fewer and weaker cold extremes [23]. In Morocco, the analysis of
temperature over all the 29 meteorological stations shows a general upward trend over the 47 years of study,
especially for minimum temperatures. Comparison of average interannual temperature over two decades 1971-1980
and 1998-2007 reveals an increase in temperatures for all the stations. The spatialization of this climate on the
territory of Morocco is illustrated by Fig.4. It exhibits the most affected areas with warming in two large areas in
the North and the South of the country. The gain of average temperature in these areas is of 2 to 4 °C over two
decades (1971-1980 and 1998-2007), respectively.
Furthermore, Morocco is highly vulnerable to extreme precipitation events [24]. The country suffers from more
severe and recurrent droughts combined with an increasingly growing water demand [25-26-27]. During the last
three decades, the random fluctuations in precipitation (disorderly succession of dry years and wet years) are
superimposed to an overall downward in precipitations. According to [28], this decrease varies, by region, between
3% and 30%. The evolution of annual rainfall averages at certain Moroccan stations show a clear precipitation
decline (Fig. S2). It’s thus deduced an identical situation for all the stations: a general downward trend of annual
rainfall and a very high interannual variability.

Figure S2: Evolution of precipitation (mm) at some Moroccan stations
According to [29], there is a strong tendency towards a decrease of precipitation totals and wet days together with
an increase in the duration of dry periods, mainly for Morocco and western Algeria. In our case, spatialization of
rainfall evolution shows some areas with a moderate decrease of precipitation (5 to 20 mm) in Southern Morocco,
while Northern areas are the most affected with drought. In fact, the decrease of precipitation reached a maximum
of 41.6 mm (Fig. 4). The deficit areas (North and central Morocco) are, paradoxically, the areas of intense
agricultural activities [30] and large population concentrations.
3.3. Climate change scenarios for the 21st century in Morocco
Future simulations, developed using computer tools based on A2 and B2 scenarios, predict for the city of
Marrakech, a temperature increase of about 2.3 °C by the year 2050 and about 4.7 °C by the year 2099. These
simulations, which were generated by SDSM for A2 and B2 scenarios, anticipate more drought and warming above
all the territory of Morocco by the late 21st century. They show a situation of increasing temperature and
decreasing precipitation. Figure 5 presents positive temperature anomalies for the future horizons: 2011-2040,
2041-2070 and 2071-2099 (with 1961-1990 as a reference period).
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Figure 4: Precipitation and temperature anomalies between 1971-1980 and 1998-2007 in Morocco

Figure 5: Future projections of temperature according to A2 and B2 scenarios
The gain of temperature in Morocco varies between 0.9 to 1 °C by the year 2040, 1.8 to 1.9 °C by the year 2070
and 2.5 to 3.6 °C by the year 2099. Both climate scenarios, for different periods, show that North-East and Central
Morocco are the most affected areas with warming.
Moreover, Figure 6 shows the percentage of change in precipitation for the future horizons: 2011-2040, 2041-2070
and 2071-2099 (with 1961-1990 as a reference period). It is noted that extreme drought is anticipated in the north
of Morocco by the end of the 21st century. The average decrease of rainfall amount over the period 1961-1990 is
comprised between -15.2mm (-2.5%) to -20.5mm (-4.4%) by the year 2040, -51.9mm (-10.7%) to -61.3mm (11.9%) by the year 2070 and -70.2mm (-14.8%) to -109,6mm (-22.3 %) by the year 2099. The highest rainfall
reduction is recorded in the North of the country according to A2 and B2 scenarios.
Future projections of SU30 index showed an upward trend over the three projected periods: 2011-2040, 2041-2070
and 2071-2099, compared with the reference period 1961-1990 (Fig. 7). According to this result, the annual
increase in the number of summer days will reach extreme values in South and North-East of Morocco by the late
21st century. According to A2 and B2 scenarios, the maximum gain of summer days will be respectively over 80
and 60 days/year. The significant increase of summer days frequency is causing more than just discomfort, as
temperatures rise. Extreme heat events are big threat to Morocco. Such extreme events are actually responsible for
more deaths annually than hurricanes, lightning, tornadoes, floods, and earthquakes combined [31].
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Figure 6: Future projections of precipitation according to A2 and B2 scenarios

Figure 7: Future projections of the number of summer days according to A2 and B2 scenarios
On the other hand, the arid climate didn’t stop gaining ground in various regions of Morocco [32] during the recent
decades. Calculation of De Martonne index [33] for the period 1961-1990 showed the existence of five bioclimatic
zones in Morocco : 1) Hyper-Arid climate in South, 2) Arid climate in central Morocco and 3) Semi-Arid to 4)
Semi-Humid and 5) Humid climate at the North of the country. We calculated De Martonne Index for the future
horizons: 2011-2040, 2041-2070 and 2071-2099 (with 1961-1990 as a reference period), using temperature and
precipitation produced from SDSM for the 21st century. The comparison of climate situation at different periods
(Fig. 8) highlights a remarkable gradual disappearance of humid climate and a migration of aridity towards the
North of the country by the late 21st century according to both A2 and B2 scenarios (Fig. 8).

Figure 8: Climate evolution in Morocco by the 21st century according to A2 and B2 scenarios
Ait Brahim et al., JMES, 2017, 8 (4), pp 1375-1384

1382

Conclusions
The study of climate change could firstly highlight the variable and erratic nature of temperature and precipitation
in Morocco. However, temperature data analysis reported significant trends towards increasing temperature.
Contrariwise, annual amount of precipitation tend to decrease. These respective downward and upward trends of
precipitation and temperature are basically reporting an overall decrease of humidity and a regular installation of
drought between 1961 and 2007, especially in continental areas. Furthermore, calculation of climate and extreme
indices gave another confirmation of warming and drought trends. This is brought out in particular by the
significant increase of heat waves and summer days frequencies.
In addition, future climate projections, according to A2 and B2 scenarios also indicated a clear trend towards
increasing temperatures. According to A2 scenario, the increase in average annual temperatures will reach 5 °C by
the year 2099. The same observation of drought is signaled by the annual rainfall modeling where the model
projects a downward trend of tens of millimeters per year all over the country. These projections of climate change
in Morocco are likely to manifest by severe climatic, hydrological and agricultural droughts. Therefore, dangerous
environmental effects are expected from this rapid change in climate regime that will probably be accompanied by
other extreme events such as desertification and biodiversity loss. The impacts will have adverse effects on water
resources and agricultural development, which significantly contribute to the national economy.
The global warming trends in Morocco are widening the gap between water demand and supply, hence the need for
ways and solutions for filling these gaps. Urgent steps are needed to be undertaken on both national and global
levels. It is recommended for the Moroccan policy to include the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, the use of
clean and renewable energy and educating people to adopt adapted behaviors towards a warmer and drier climate.
Some of the solutions would be the practice of agricultural crops that require small quantities of water, sea water
desalination, sewage treatment and the use of more solar energy in various economic sectors.
Table S1: SPI Classification
SPI ≥ 2

Extreme humidity

1,5 ≤ SPI < 2

High humidity

1 ≤ SPI < 1,5

Moderate humidity

-1 < SPI < 1

Normal

-1,5 < SPI ≤ -1

Moderate drought

-2 < SPI ≤ -1,5

High drought

SPI ≤ -2

Extreme drought

Acknowledgements-We would like to express our gratitude to the editors and reviewers for their constructive remarks, which helped
with improving the quality of this paper.

References
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

IPCC, The Physical Science Basis - Summary for Policymakers. (2013).
World Bank report, IBRD. (2010).
Klose S., Reichert B., Lahmouri A., Environ Sci Eng. (2008) 179.
McSweeney C., New M., Lizcano G., Lu X., B Am Meteorol Soc. 91 (2010) 157.
Stour L., Agoumi A., Hydroécol Appl. 16 (2008) 215.
Tramblay Y., Ruelland D., Somot S., Bouaicha R., Servat E., Hydrol Earth Syst Sc. 17 (2013) 3721.
IPCC, The Physical Science Basis. (2007).
Kalnay E., Kanamitsu M., Kistler R., Collins W., Deaven D., Gandin L., Iredell M., Saha S., White G., Woolle
n J., Zhu Y., Leetmaa A., Reynolds B., Chelliah M., Ebisuzaki W., Higgins W., Janowiak J.,Mo K. C., Ropele
wski C., Wang J., Jenne R., Joseph D., B Am Meteorol Soc. 77 (1996) 437.
Collins, M., Tett S. F. B., Cooper C., Clim Dynam. 17 (2001) 61.
Gordon C., Cooper C., Senior C.A., Banks H., Gregory J.M., Johns T.C., Mitchell J.F.B., Wood R.A., Clim
Dynam. 16 (2000) 147.
Pope V.D., Gallani M.L., Rowntree P.R., Stratton R.A., Clim Dynam. 16 (2001) 123.
Wilby R.L., Dawson C.W., Barrow E.M., Environ Modell Softw. 17 (2002) 145.
Jury A., Dedebant G., Mem Nat Meteorol Fr. (1925).
Wu H., Svoboda M.D., Hayes M.J., Wilhite D.A., Wen F., Int J Climatol. 27 (2007) 65.

Ait Brahim et al., JMES, 2017, 8 (4), pp 1375-1384

1383

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Hayes M.J., Svoboda M.D., Wilhite D.A., Vanyarkho O.V., B Am Meteorol Soc. 80 (1999) 429.
Wu H., Hayes M. J., Donald A., Wilhite A., Svoboda M.D., Int J Climatol. 25 (2005) 505.
Mckee T.B., Doesken N.J., Kleist J., Boston Am Meteorol Soc. (1993) 179.
Choi G., Collins D., Ren G., Trewin B., Baldi M., Fukuda Y., Afzaal M., Pianmana T., Gomboluudev P.,
Huong P.T.T., Lias N., Kwon W.T., Boo K.O., Cha Y.M., and Zhou Y., Int J Climatol. 29 (2009) 1906.
King’uyu S. M., Kilavi M., Omeny P., Muigai E., Njogu A.K., J Meteorol R Sci. 5 (2010) 49.
Politano L., Master’s thesis, Faculty of Science, University of Bern. (2008).
Efthymiadis D., Goodess C.M., Jones P.D., Baldi M., Coccimiglio P., Toreti A., Sixth Framework Programme:
Global Change and Ecosystems, CIRCE consortium. (2009).
Orlowsky B., Seneviratne S.I., Climatic Change, 110 (2012) 669.
Donat M. G., Peterson T. C., Brunet M., King A. D., Almazroui M., Kolli R. K., Boucherf D., Al-Mulla A.,
Nour A., Aly A., Nada T., Semawi M., Al Dashti H., Salhab T., El Fadli K., Muftah M., Dah Eida S., Badi W.,
Driouech F., El Rhaz K., Abubaker M., Ghulam A., Erayah A., Ben Mansour M., Alabdouli W., Al Dhanhani
J., Al Shekaili M., Int J Climatol. 34 (2014) 581.
Tramblay Y., Badi W., Driouech F., El Adlouni S., Neppel L., Servat E., Global Planet Change. 82 (2012)
104.
Zeino-Mahmalat E., Bennis A., K-A-S. (2012).
Lgourna Z., Warner N., Bouchaou L., Boutaleb S., Tagma T., Hssaisoune M., Ettayfi N., Vengosh A., Mor. J.
Chem. 2 (5) (2014) 447-451.
Dkhis A., Fekhaoui M., Bellaouchou A., El Morhit M., J. Mater. Environ. Sci. 6 (4) (2015) 1040-1048.
Sebbar A., Badri W., Fougrach H., Hsaine M., Saloui A., Sécheresse. 22 (2011) 139.
Tramblay Y., El Adlouni S., Servat E., Nat Hazards Earth Sys. 13 (2013) 3235.
Gommes R., El Hairech T., Rosillon D., Balaghi R., Kanamaru H., Study report for FAO, World Bank. (2008).
Lugber G., McGeehin M., Am J Prev Med. 35 (2008) 429.
Fniguire F., Laftouhi N., Saidi M.E., Markhi A., J Environ Earth Sci. 4 (2014) 42.
De Martonne E., Traité de géographie physique – 3 tomes, Editions Armand Colin. (1948).

(2017) ; http://www.jmaterenvironsci.com

Ait Brahim et al., JMES, 2017, 8 (4), pp 1375-1384

1384

